
DHI Scoring Instructions 

The patient is asked to answer each question as it pertains to dizziness or unsteadiness problems, specifically 
considering their condition during the last month. Questions are designed to incorporate functional (F), physical 
(P), and emotional (E) impacts on disability. 

To each item, the following scores can be assigned: 
No=0 Sometimes=2 Yes=4 

Scores:
Scores greater than 10 points should be referred to balance specialists for further evaluation. 

16-34 Points (mild handicap) 
36-52 Points (moderate handicap) 
54+    Points (severe handicap) 

E20. Because of your problem, are you afraid to stay home alone? o Yes 
o Sometimes 
o No 

E21. Because of your problem, do you feel handicapped? o Yes 
o Sometimes 
o No 

E22. Has the problem placed stress on your relationships with members of your family 
or friends?

o Yes 
o Sometimes 
o No 

E23. Because of your problem, are you depressed? 
o Yes 
o Sometimes 
o No 

F24. Does your problem interfere with your job or household responsibilities? o Yes 
o Sometimes 
o No 

P25. Does bending over increase your problem? o Yes 
o Sometimes 
o No 

Used with permission from GP Jacobson. 
Jacobson GP, Newman CW: The development of the Dizziness Handicap Inventory. Arch Otolaryngol Head Neck Surg
1990;116: 424-427


